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So you would think that after 30 years in ministry I would have Easter figured out.
But I don’t! It’s still a mystery to me and I really don’t know how it happened or even
what exactly happened.
A friend in the congregation just asked me what I thought about the idea that Mary
Magdalene may have been Jesus’ wife. I said look I haven’t got Jesus’ public life sorted out let alone own his private life. But this I know, something happened. Something
so powerful and life changing that 2000 years later people still gather to be empowered by the story and touched by a spirit that is alive and loving. Jesus’ spirit allows
me to believe in life eternal and that I can make a difference in this life that may be felt
for centuries to come.
Easter isn’t just about Jesus. It’s about how we, following his example, will love this
world into resurrection, new birth and new life.
The announcements in this Messenger may not sound like much but within and between the lines we are seeing life returning to the church. For 2 years it felt like we
have been waiting in the tomb. Now slowly the stone is being rolled away. We invite
you to be part of Easter in worship and in the work of the church this spring.
Christ is risen. Hallelujah!
Rev. Gary
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Order dates:

April 3 & 17
May 1 & 15 & 29
June 12 & 26

Did You Know or Forget?
There is Coffee & Conversation
every Wednesday from 10-11 am.
On ZOOM!

Check your email for the link.
Never used Zoom? Click the link and
download. Yes, you can!!
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COFFEE ON YOUR SUNDAE ZOOM MEETING

EVERY SUNDAY @ 11:30AM
A REMINDER AND LINK WILL BE SENT OUT TO THE CONGREGATION THE
WEEK PRIOR TO THE MEETING WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE FOLLOWING
THE WEEKLY CHURCH SERVICE
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FHUC Link Resource Centre
Coffee & Conversation-Wednesday @ 10:00am
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81241508902?
pwd=czlwMldQSVpIVlNLOUJrWCs0OTdLdz09
Coffee on your Sundae-Sunday @ 11:30am
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84047036176?
pwd=ZVdPbjF0RkxjNGIvWGxCVjY1cU9odz09
Virtual Tour of The New Cambridge Addiction Treatment Centre
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ygHOV_TXno

www.faithclimatejustice.ca/

Summary of March Council Meeting
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Here are a few tidbits from the March 2022 Council meeting:
•

Finances to the end of February - Total revenue - $43,137.36 Expenses $46,297.21 Net Balance - -$3,159.84

•

Tigrainian Faith Mission will return to FHUC utilizing the sanctuary Sunday
afternoons.

•

Artshine Camp will be using space at FHUC In July and August to provide Art
Camp. FHUC will partner with Artshine the last week of August and sponsor the
camp so we can have a faith component included that week. FHUC will be subsidizing the enrollment fee for that week to allow more children to attend, with a lower weekly fee.

•

A new equipment repair or replacement policy will be initiated for the property committee. This will be presented and approved next meeting.

•

Food trucks will commence May 6th until the end of August. A full complement of
trucks - 3 per week will be attending. Picnic tables will be set up once again, and
the church will be open for washroom use.

•

Ellen's retirement celebration will be held in May to allow Ellen to regain her
strength.

•

Masking policy change - Masking will now be a personal choice given the change
in the government discontinuing mandatory masking. Come with a mask or without
a mask - each individual's preference.

•

Exploring the option to be supervised ministry education site for a student minister
to fill the role of a half time minister. Gary investigating and will report back next
meeting.

That covers the highlights of the meeting.
The FHUC Council
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Blessings Box
Thank you to everyone for keeping our Blessings Box fortified. If you
have items to contribute to Blessings Box, please drop them at the church
on a Wednesday morning. We have some very generous people who donate their time to ensuring that the box is kept full.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

Would you consider submitting something
for our Guest Editorial? Is there something
you would like to share - a new learning, easy
recipe, a book you enjoyed, an opinion?
Please submit your editorials to
office@foresthillunited.org.
Let’s make this newsletter really
reflect Forest Hill!

Please join us
for our

Good Friday Service
April 15th @ 10:00am

&
Easter Sunday Service
April 17th @ 10:00am

Drive Thru Dinner

Shepherd’s
Pie
Tickets-$15.00

Friday April 8
For tickets contact………
Church office 519-744-3481
(Pick up between 5:00 – 6:00)
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NEXT EDITION
PLEASE SEND IN YOUR SUBMISSION
FOR THE
JULY MESSENGER NO LATER THAN

JUNE 24TH!

A big note of appreciation to Bob Elliott and Ted
Jacobs for all the hard work they do with
‘TableTs & Mail OuT’ deliveries.. Thank yOu sO Much
for all you do. It is really nice that we are able
to keep in touch with those that are not
able to get out and about!
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Finally back to ‘in person’ Fellowship following
the Sunday Service.
Welcome back! It is so nice to return to some
sense of normalcy after the past two years.

Thank you Ken Usher for submitting this photo.

A Story of a Child & The Loss of Her Pet
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Our 14-year-old dog Abbey died last month.
The day after she passed away my 4-year-old daughter Meredith was crying and
talking about how much she missed Abbey.
She asked if we could write a letter to God so that when Abbey got to heaven, God
would recognize her.
I told her that I thought we could so, and she dictated these words:
Dear God,
Will you please take care of my dog?
She died yesterday and is with you in heaven.
I miss her very much.
I 'm happy that you let me have her as my dog even though she got sick.
I hope you will play with her.
She likes to swim and play with balls.
I am sending a picture of her so when you see her you will know that she is my dog.
I really miss her.
Love, Meredith
Yesterday, there was a package wrapped in gold paper on our front porch addressed,
'To Meredith' in an unfamiliar hand.
Meredith opened it.
Inside was a book by Mr Rogers called,
'When a Pet Dies.'
Taped to the inside front cover was the letter
we had written to God in its opened envelope.
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On the opposite page was the picture of Abbey & Meredith and this note:
Dear Meredith,
Abbey arrived safely in heaven.
Having the picture was a big help and I recognized her right away.
Abbey isn't sick anymore.
Her spirit is here with me just like it stays in your heart.
Abbey loved being your dog.
Since we don't need our bodies in heaven,
I don't have any pockets to keep your picture in
so I'm sending it back to you in this little book for you to keep and have something to
remember Abbey by.
Thank you for the beautiful letter and thank your mother for helping
you write it and sending it to me.
What a wonderful mother you have.
I picked her especially for you.
I send my blessings every day and remember that I love you very much.
By the way, I'm easy to find.
I am wherever there is love.
Love, God

Submitted by Betty Kocher, thank you for sharing this lovely story.

14

15

The Food Trucks are Back at FHUC

Food trucks will commence May 6th until the end of August.
A full complement of trucks - 3 per week will be attending.
Picnic tables will be set up once again, and the church will be
open for washroom use.
We hope to see you out there!
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BROADVIEW MAGAZINE GROUP SUBSCRIPTION

Our group subscription for Broadview Magazine for the current year
expires with the July/August edition. Renewals for the year 2022 - 2023
will be collected in May.
Current subscribers will be contacted by phone to confirm their intention
to renew. The cost remains at $25.00.
We are hoping that we will be able to set up a table at the church after
Sunday services in May to collect payments. They can also be dropped
off at the church office or in the secure mail box.
Payments can be sent to the church office with cheques made out to
Forest Hill United Church with Broadview on the memo line.
Any questions - please contact Katherine or Dave Lemke at
519-895-2879.

Dave Lemke
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Looking for recipe submissions, come on people lets share some good
recipes!

This is my recipe for French Onion soup. —Eloise Hagerman
Easy French Onion Soup

2 large onions, sliced thin
1 can beef broth soup
1 can water
1/2 tsp Worcestershire sauce
Thick slice of bread
Mozzarella Cheese

Cook onions in 1 tablespoon of butter in the microwave for 8 minutes on high.
Add a can of beef broth soup, can of water and Worcestershire sauce.
Microwave another 8 minutes on high (covered).
Divide in 3 individual onion soup bowls (or in one casserole dish).
Top each bowl with a thick slice of bread (I use homemade bread).
Sprinkle mozzarella cheese on top.
Put in broiler for 3 or 4 minutes to brown.
Enjoy!

Thank you Eloise for sharing this lovely recipe.
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FHUC Mental Well Being Group
In-person meeting
Tuesday May 30th @ 7PM
Come out to chat with others who are on this journey.
You will find a caring, compassionate and non-judgemental safe zone.
For more information contact Rob Steele at
rjsteele25@gmail.com
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English Conversation Circle
Forest Hill United Church * 121 Westmount Rd East * www.foresthillunited.org

Would you like to practice your English speaking skills?

Every Wednesday starting September 11 from
1-2:30 pm, enjoy coffee and conversation.
Free, friendly conversation circles with native English
speakers.
Meet new friends, talk about your community, culture and
customs.

The groups are run by an experienced group of friendly

volunteers from Forest Hill Church.
It is a drop-in program with
no registration required.

21

News! News!
FHUC partners with Little Free Diverse Libraries
Please see this webpage to hear more about the project. https://
www.kwlittlefreediverselibraries.com/
The vision presently is to locate the little library close to the Blessings box. One thing the LFDL folks are wondering is if there is
someone in the congregation that would act as a steward of our
LFDL? This means keeping an eye on the library to see that no trash
gets put in there and if the books run low to contact the organizers to
get some more. The Blessings Box has largely been treated with respect so we expect the same for the library. Ironically the one problem we have had with the Blessings Box is that someone early on
was putting books in there! The LFDL is intended to give voice to
Indigenous and marginalized writers and so we hope that an exchange of books written by these authors will increase understanding in our city and country.
If you have questions let Rev. Gary know.

A big ‘thank you’ goes out to Patrice Thorn and Ron Morgan for
their diligence in keeping the library
stocked.
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Hello All,
I wanted to let everyone know that I got a call from Shawn Addicott from
the House of Friendship. He called to express his gratitude on behalf of
the House of Friendship for our continued support of the people of
Chandler Mowat Community Centre by supplying them with gift cards to
supplement their food program.
So a big thank you to everyone who supports our Outreach programs!

Together we are making a difference in our community.
Sincerely
Shelley Steele
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COMIC
CORNER

NATURES GIFT FOR APRIL 2022
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Hello April!
Welcome
Spring!

You know Spring is here when the daffodils, the primrose and other
early risers start to show their lovely foliage. And the robins are out!

Attention: Nature Lovers, Poets, Story Tellers!
Send me your art. Whether you love a good story, picture or poem,
please share with us. I would also like to encourage anyone to send in
what you interpret to be ‘natures gift’ to the FHUC office to be included
in ‘The Messenger’ - Kelly.
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VIRTUAL CHOIR SINGING

ONLINE CHOIR SINGING
The Forest Hill Choir is meeting every three weeks for a
Sing-a-long on Zoom.
We gather on Zoom for 45 minutes to socialize, and then
sing together with mics muted. New members or drop-ins
are welcome.
Please let M.J. know in advance if you would like to come so
she can supply you with the music for the week.
The next two get together dates are:
Thursday, April 14th —7pm
Thursday, May 5th—7pm
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Belated Happy 80th Birthday
to Murray Gordanier!
Murray turned 80 years young on March 27th.

We offer condolences and prayers of comfort to the Jackson family for the loss
of Ruth Jackson on December 4th 2021.
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Do you knit or crochet?
Looking for some quality social time?
You can do both by taking part in the prayer shawl group here at
Forest Hill United.
No sign up or registration required.
We will meet every other Tuesday morning
from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
in the fireside room.
Come join us!
Contact the church office with any questions.
519-744-3481 or office@foresthillunited.org

Laughter is the sun that drives winter from
the human face! —Victor Hugo

“Laughter connects you with people.
It’s almost impossible to maintain
any kind of distance

or any sense of social hierarchy
when you’re just howling with laughter.
Laughter is a force for democracy.”
—John Cleese
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Spring is definitely here,
the birds are singing

& the early flowers are
springing up!
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